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What is Mental Health? 

 

Mental health refers to a person's cognitive, behavioral, and emotional well-

being. It's about how people think, feel, and behave. 

Good mental health isn't just the absence of mental health problems. It 

includes aspects of emotional resilience, high levels of functioning, the ability 

to be social and engage in community, and the flexibility to manage life's 

inevitable challenges.  

Thus, maintaining mental health is an ongoing process, where one 

continuously assesses and reassesses their mental state, coping mechanisms, 

and overall satisfaction with life, striving for balance and well-being. 
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History of Mental Health 

 

- Ancient Times: Mental illnesses were often interpreted as supernatural or 

religious phenomena. Treatments varied from exorcisms and prayer to more 

brutal methods to release evil spirits. 

- Middle Ages: Mental illness was often viewed through a supernatural lens, 

with sufferers possibly being cared for in monasteries or left to wander. 

- 18th and 19th Centuries: The establishment of asylums grew, but 

conditions were often poor and treatments harsh. This era also saw the 

beginning of a more humane approach to treatment, often referred to as 

"moral treatment," pioneered by figures like Philippe Pinel in France and 

Dorothea Dix in the United States, who advocated for better conditions and 

more compassionate care. 

- 20th Century: The mental health field saw significant advancements, 

including the introduction of psychoanalysis by figures like Sigmund Freud 

and the development of medications such as antidepressants. 

Deinstitutionalization began in the mid-20th century, pushing for patients to 

be treated in community settings rather than in isolated asylums. 

- 21st Century: Modern mental health treatment focuses on a combination of 

therapies, medications, and community-based care, with an increasing 

emphasis on human rights. 
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Types of Mental Health Conditions 

 

Significant categories include: 

- Mood Disorders: Such as depression, bipolar disorder, and cyclothymic 

disorder. 

- Anxiety Disorders: Including generalized anxiety disorder, panic disorder, 

social anxiety disorder, and specific phobias. 

- Personality Disorders: Such as borderline personality disorder, antisocial 

personality disorder, and obsessive-compulsive personality disorder. 

- Psychotic Disorders: Including schizophrenia, which involves delusions, 

hallucinations, and disorganized thinking. 

- Eating Disorders: Such as anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge 

eating disorder. 

- Trauma-related Disorders: Like post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 

which can occur after experiencing or witnessing a traumatic event. 

- Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): Affects attention 

and behavior; it can result in hyperactivity and impulsivity. 
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Types of Mental Health Treatments 

 

- Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT): CBT is a structured, short-term 

psychotherapy that aims to solve problems concerning dysfunctional emotions, 

behaviors, and cognitions through a goal-oriented, systematic procedure. It is 

effective for conditions such as depression, anxiety disorders, marital 

problems, eating disorders, and severe mental illness. 

- Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT): Developed from CBT, DBT is 

specifically designed to help people who experience emotions very intensely. 

It’s particularly effective for treating borderline personality disorder and has 

been adapted for other mental health issues that threaten a person’s safety, 

relationships, work, and emotional well-being. 

- Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (ACT): ACT is a form of 

cognitive-behavioral therapy that uses acceptance and mindfulness strategies 

mixed with commitment and behavior-change strategies to increase 

psychological flexibility. The goal is to help individuals accept what is out of 

their personal control while committing to action that improves and enriches 

their life. ACT is effectively used to treat a variety of mental health disorders, 

including anxiety, depression, and PTSD. 

- Solution-Focused Brief Therapy (SFBT): SFBT is a goal-directed 

collaborative approach to psychotherapeutic change that is conducted through 

direct observation of clients' responses to a series of precisely constructed 

questions. Instead of focusing on the past, SFBT concentrates on finding 

solutions in the present time and exploring one's hope for the future to find 

quicker resolutions of one's problems.  
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- Psychodynamic Therapy: This therapy focuses on increasing a patient’s 

awareness of unconscious thoughts and behaviors, developing new insights 

into their motivations, and resolving conflicts. It’s particularly helpful for 

treating depression, anxiety disorders, and borderline personality disorder. 

- Family Therapy: This involves treating more than one member of the 

family at the same time to help with issues that affect the psychological health 

of the family system. It’s often used to address issues such as major life 

transitions, mental health conditions that affect the entire family, or conflicts 

within the family. 

- Group Therapy: This form of psychotherapy involves one or more 

therapists working with several people at the same time. Group therapy is 

widely available at a variety of healthcare settings and is used to treat a wide 

range of conditions, including depression, anxiety, and PTSD. 

- Medication: Antidepressants, antipsychotics, anxiolytics, and mood 

stabilizers are some types of medications used to treat mental health disorders. 

- Hospitalization: In severe cases, hospitalization may be necessary to 

ensure safety and stabilize the individual. 

- Alternative Therapies: Such as art therapy, music therapy, and equine 

therapy, have been found beneficial for some individuals. 
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